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Chiefs showcase appetite for Destruction  

…as talk of elections grows louder 

This week, the media was crammed 

with news reports of Zimbabwe‟s tradi-

tional chiefs making a myriad of de-

mands to government chief among 

them their demands for guns and live 

ammunition to complement their image 

of royalty ahead of elections President 

Robert Mugabe wants to be held this 

year. The traditional chiefs also de-

manded bodyguards during elections, a 

share in the Community Development 

Fund (CDF), free duty on vehicles and 

farms. Our chiefs have certainly devel-

oped a taste for high society life as they 

are also demanding new motor vehicles, 

and diplomatic passports. The motive 

for possession of firearms is quite clear, 

to instil fear in their defenceless sub-

jects. Guns do not earn anyone respect 

but only instil fear and hatred. Chiefs 

should be people with integrity who 

lead their subjects by example, but the 

calibre of some chiefs we see today is 

far from inspiring respect and confi-

dence. 

Addressing the recently ended National 

Annual Chiefs Conference held in Bula-

wayo, Chief Musarurwa who is also the 

Mashonaland East provincial chairman 

for traditional chiefs declared President 

Robert Mugabe as “King and who will 

die in office”. The endorsement of Presi-

dent Mugabe as Zanu Pf candidate in 

the next election by Zimbabwe‟s tradi-

tional leaders is a violation of the Global 

Political Agreement GPA since they are 

not constitutionally allowed to support 

any political party. Chiefs, Headmen 

and Village heads have become politi-

cally biased, openly supporting Zanu 

(PF) thus causing conflict, especially in 

the rural areas. Article 14 of the Global 

Political Agreement (GPA) states that,  

“Recognizing and acknowledging 

that traditional leaders are commu-

nity leaders with equal responsibili-

ties and obligations to all members 

of their communities regardless of 

age, gender, ethnicity, race, religion 

and political affiliation, the parties 

hereby agree to commit themselves 

to ensuring the political neutrality 

of traditional leaders and call upon 

traditional leaders not to engage in 

partisan political activities at na-

tional level as well as in their com-

munities.” 

The only logical and practical way to en-

sure that Chiefs do not meddle in poli-

tics at National level is by removing 

them from their legislative role as Sena-

tors. Some Chiefs have not only openly 

supported the disintegrating Zanu (PF) 

party, but have engaged in political vio-

lence on its behalf. Zanu (PF) has, over 

the years, succeeded in dishonouring 

and diminishing the integrity of Chiefs 

by annexing them to their campaign 

machinery. It is critical that the govern-
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ment of Zimbabwe seriously considers putting in place a sound legal framework 

and apparatus to ensure that Chiefs do not indulge in local and national politics. 

The much anticipated constitution must also uphold and confine Chiefs to their dig-

nified and honourable role of upholding traditional values and resolution of domes-

tic disputes in their local communities. The occasion of the constitution should also 

provide an opportunity to define a new role for traditional leaders in National poli-

tics, and restore the dignity and honour which was eroded by the past Zanu (PF) 

regime. 

1. Chiefs are custodians of our culture and tradition not weapons of violence, they 

should hence stick to their stipulated mandate of:  

2. Promoting and upholding cultural values among their people, particularly the 

promoting traditional family life; 

3. Ensuring that Communal Land is allocated amongst their people in accordance 

with law; 

4. Adjudicating in and resolving disputes amongst their people in accordance with 

law; and 

5. Exercising any other function that may be conferred or imposed on them by or 

under an Act of Parliament.  
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Trial for Restoration of human rights spokesperson and human rights de-

fender Stendrick Zvorwadza postponed to the 26th of March 2012 at 

8.30am. He was quoted after the postponement saying "I am not going to 

be intimidated by ZANU PF....Why would a political party be a business 

regulator?...Fabrications will not create a crime , these are trumped up 

charges" 

http://www.crisiszimbabwe.org


 

3 

Zanu-Pf in no hurry for media reform 

Zanu-Pf in no hurry for media reform 

After thirty two years of making many 

mistakes one after another Zanu-Pf has 

not understood the rules of the game in 

democracy. Evidenced by the jigsaws 

puzzle in approach to elections currently 

going on in Zimbabwe, only two words 

could subscribe as very true of Zanu 

leadership: reclusive and deceiving. 

 

The three-week deadline reportedly giv-

en to Information Minister Webster Sha-

mu by the unity government principals 

to implement media reforms expired on 

Monday the 12th of March with no sign 

of urgency from the ZANU-PF minister. 

This complacency comes at a time when 

media reforms have taken a centre 

stage in Zimbabwe's democratization 

process, in the wake of a controversial 

declaration by President Mugabe‟s 

spokesperson, George Charamba that 

'the next election will be fought in 

the airwaves’.  

 

Shamu was given the three week ulti-

matum by the principals in the unity 

government, Robert Mugabe, Prime Min-

ister Morgan Tsvangirai and his Deputy 

Arthur Mutambara  who had „agreed‟ 

that the boards must be reconstituted. 

However, there are doubts this agree-

ment will translate into action. A similar 

agreement was recently met over the 

post of national police chief, with the 
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principals „agreeing‟ that Augustine 

Chihuri remains in the post temporari-

ly, until a replacement was found. But 

in the following days, ZANU PF an-

nounced that Chihuri had been reap-

pointed until 2014. 

 

The importance of credible and trans-

parent opening of the airwaves before 

elections which are being aggressively 

called for by Robert Mugabe cannot be 

overemphasized. Zuma has for a long 

time insisted on the need for the cur-

rent government to reform the media 

which is a key democratic institution 

before holding elections also among 

other key areas such as human rights 

and the electoral system to ensure 

that the space within which the elec-

tions are going to be held is democrat-

ic.  Zanu-Pf largely heads key media 

policy nerve centres in government, 

Zanu-Pf has virtual control over the 

Potraz, the Access to Information and 

Protection of Privacy Act (Aippa), the 

Broadcasting Services Act (BSA) and 

the Interception of Communication Act 

(ICA).  Although the inclusive govern-

ment, which established the Zimbabwe 

Media Commission (ZMC), managed to 

license a few private print media play-
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ers to run independent newspapers, there has been no positive development re-

garding the broadcasting environment. 

  

After all has been said and done Zimbabwe needs a constitution that will guaran-

tee media and freedom rights for the media is a democratic institution that plays 

an important democratic role in any society. Hence, to have Zanu-Pf complain on 

Jacob Zuma as a hindrance in 2012 on the Zimbabwe solution can only highlight 

an aspect that justifies displacement of Zanu-Pf for the sake of country progress. 

Every Zimbabwean today talks of the need for change and we urge Jacob Zuma, 

to seek nothing but justice for majority Zimbabweans for the sake of democracy, 

freedom, regional peace and continental stability. Again we reiterate, Elections in 

Zimbabwe have to be done after all areas agreed to in creating the GNU as tran-

sition to a constitutionally ready Zimbabwe are exhaustively attended to and 

achieved on paper to control and deter dictatorship. Zimbabwe is indeed overdue 

for responsible government accountable to people debate and suggestions and 

collaborative with other world governments.  
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Zimbabwe Youth in Politics (ZOYIP) Director Nkosilathi 

Moyo currently at Kwekwe Police Station (Law and Or-

der Section) on charges of "operating an unregistered 

organisation".It is the law enforcement agency's argu-

ment that ZOYIP is not registered by the Ministry of 

Social Welfare yet it is a Trust. They have therefore, 

requested the Trust Deed Document to authenticate 

ZOYIP's position. 
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